15. 
STUDIES IN GUMUZ: SESE PHONOLOGY AND TMA SYSTEM 

Henning Uzar 

Part 1: Phonology 

1. Introduction 

The Gumuz language , one of the least-known of the Nilo-Saharan 
Phylum, is spoken by about 30,oqo to 50,000 Ethiopian citizens in 
the Didessa Valley of Wellegga Province, westward along the northern 
bank (Go j jam side) and southern bank (Wellegga) of the Blue Nile, 
northwards along the Ethio-Sudan border as far as Begemidir Province 
(Haberland and Straube 1979: 13af£- , Wallmark 1981: 79). My inform- 
ants ^, some of whom now and then cross the border, assert that 
there is also a considerable number of Gumuz-speakers along th© Blue 
Nile and its tributaries in Sudan. 

Although several brief descriptions of the Gumuz language have 
been presented earlier (Forslund 1969, Irwin 1966), we have not yet 
come to a fully accepted classification of the language (Schadeberg 
1981b: 294). Bender (1583o;259) afgUes that GumuZ iS a part Ot th§ 
larger "Komuz" Family of Nilo-Saharan, consisting of Koman and the 
rather disparate Gumuz. 3 

As far as phonology is concerned, recent studies of Unseth 
(1984a, b) shed light on some of the more interesting aspects. Up 
till now, however, we still lack a sufficient corpus of data to as- 
sure the preliminary analysis. This chapter, therefore, concentrates 
on the surface structure of Gumuz phonology, mainly dealing with 
segments and syllables. Tone will be marked when high [•], low [ v] , 
and unmarked when mid. A more systematic tonal analysis is in pro- 
gress. 4 It is this author's wish that this study will contribute to 
solving some questions of Gumuz phonology and that some of the data 
presented here will help toward firming up classification of Gumuz. 

2. The phonological system 

The phonemic system of Sese consists of 34 consonants and five 
vowels (Sese is the variety of my informants; as will be pointed out 
in what follows, other varieties may show slight differences). A con- 
sonant chart is seen on the following page. The chart shows that Gum- 
uz has quite a rich consonant system, subtly differentiating the pos- 
itions of alveo-palatal and palatal articulation and thus having six 
positions of articulation (as does Komuz in general) . In comparison 
with Bender's chart (1979: 41), it will be noticed that I do not 
group /&', fi, c', 5, j/ 5 with the stop series, but rather prefer to 
interpret them as affricates. ° This leaves a gap in the alveo-pal- 
atal and the palatal positions of the stop series, but fits the over- 
all system better, while clearly showing opposition of three affric- 
ates and their ejective contrasts (see words 82-111 below) . 

All obstruents and all sonorants will be grouped according to 
their places of articulation. Phonemic opposition in word-initial, 
medial, and final positions will be documented where possible. 
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SESE PHONOLOGY AND TMA 
^* ^ Consonant phoneme chart 



Lab . Alv . Alv.- Pal. Vel. Lar, 
Pal. 



Ej&ctives p ' t * k ' 

Stops 
-voice p t k 



? 



+voice b d 



g 



Implosives b d <f 

Fricatives 
-voice f s S h 

+voice z 2 

Affricates 
ejective c' S' c* 

-eject., -vce. c c c 

-eject. , +vce. -j 

Nasals m n p. n 

Liquids l,r 

Glides w y 

2,1.1 Obstruents 

2,1,1.1 Labial obstruents 

Gumuz (Sese) has a full set of labial stops and a voiceless 
fricative /f/. However, /p'/ is rare and has not been found in all 
dialects: neither Bender (1979: 41) nor I found it in Sai. 



/PV 


vs. /p/ 






1. 


/p'aS/ 


[p'Xiij* 


pull out 


2. 


/*nap'ai 


'nap'Al] 


it shall be short 


3. 


/niipV 


-* 


let them cut out 


4- 


/Pk^/ 


:p\^] 


hit 


5. 


/U^pW 


ISa'p^^] 


gourd 


6. 


/nap/ 


[n^ph] 


may it sprout 



*If not specified otherwise, Gumuz verbs are given in the Imper 
which is the simplest form. 

**Where phonetic and phonemic are identical, phonetic is omittei 
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SESE PHONOLOGY AND TMA 

Opposition between /p/ and /b/ are documented initially and 
medially: 



7. /pal/ 

8. /tka'pa/ 

9. /gask'ijaaba/ 

10. /foal/ 



[phAl] 
[tSa:'p^a] 

[bAl] 



be light (opp. heavy) 

shoe 

maize 

shine 



In word-final position the voiced phoneme /b/ is realized [p] , 
Note that word-final /b/ — ^[p] clearly differs from /p/ — >[p^] in 
the matter of aspiration. 



11. /naap/ [na;ph] he shall knock through it, blast a 

hole in it 

\2. /naab/ [naap] on which 

In addition to the above cases, the allophone [p] is document- 
ed. ^Virough words 14 and 16, 



13. /m»?am»bura/ 

14. /2amb/ 

15. /nk'g^kkha/ 

16. /na'g^aab/ 



(see ** after 6 above) 
I 7 amp] throw 

Ina'g^a'iba] where is 
InA*g^a^:p] where 



I will throw 



/p/ vs 


. /f/ 






17. 


/pui>/ 


Ip^ui>] 


fly (vb.) 


18. 


/'jaapV 


Tjarph^] 


sugarcane 


19. 


/nap/ 


[niph] 


may it sprout 


20, 


/fun6 ■ / 


[funt^'J 


tie 


21. 


/'rkafk/ 




t'ef (Eragrostis tef: grain) 


22. 


/naf/ 


[nU] 


he may drink 


/b/ vs 


. /£/ 






23. 


/•bita/ 




enemy 


24. 


/tikkm'bkc/ 


[<fA:m'b^tsJ 


taste 


25, 


/na'g^a^b/ 


InA'gwi>B] 


where 


26. 


/Ba'gk/ 


['BA'ga] 


people {hence, Gumuz = B 
"the people") 


27. 


/•ta&^c/ 


['t^Ab^tSJ 


help 


28. 


/t4 6/ 


[t^dB] 


repeat 
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SESE PHONOLOGY AND TMA 

In word-final position, /&/ is realized as an unreleased iin- 

plosive stop marked [Bj , The implosive bilabial is a very rare 

phoneme: word 28 is the only word where the unreleased allophone 
has been recorded. 

/pVvs, /6/ 

29. /p'a*r^/ Ip'S'raJ a small animal (identity ?) 

30. /'p*ap*a/ Pp'^p'aJ wing 

31. /nkpV In^p*] he shall cut it, pull it out 

32. /'&iV throat 

33. /6a'&^/ [64'E)a] bark {of tree) 

34. /ta&/ It^aB] repeat 

In addition, a labialized voiced stop has been recorded a few 
times as in [b^a] "mouse" , [zir'b^i] "wind" , and [ 'gumb^a] "lion". 
At Didessa, however, I recorded [buaj (but not sure about tone) and 
[zu'bb^] so that I do not think [b^] is a phoneme. See 2.1.1.6 below. 

2.1.1.2 Alveolar obstruents 



tongue 

brain 

swell 

hoe 

nose 

carve 



/f/ vs. /t/ 




35. 


/fa't'a/ 


[t'S»t'aJ 


36. 


/ga^t'i'fiirk'W4/ 


[ga:t*l't'i:rk'"a] 


37. 


/SitV 




38. 


/ • tkba/ 


I't'^^b^] 


39. 


/i'ta/ 


[(y)i'tha]* 


40. 


rsit/ 


[Sith] 


*Initi 


/y/ alternates with ^ 


■ or 2 before /i/ (see 


/t/ vs 


. -V 




41. 


/•taasa/ I't^^isa] 


front (n.) 


42. 


/me'ta/ [mt't^^] 


one 


43. 


A'ot/ Ik'oth] 


1. tattoo ; 2. w; 


44. 


/ • ia^la/ 


this 


45. 


/y'ldi'da/ [gidi'dk] 


climate, weather 



write 



Parallel to the labial case, the alveolar voiced stop /d/ is 
realized as an unaspirated voiceless allophone [t] in word-final 
position. See the next six items for documentation. 

46. /mkb'dara/ [mk^o'dara] I will buy 

47. /kbd/ Ik^bt] buy 
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49, /m'dara/ 

49. /nad/ 

50. /m'bldairei/ 

51. /bid/ 

/d/ vs. /<f/ 

52. /d4/ 



SESE PHONOLOGY AND TMA 

IihMara] I will ^9 

[nat] iet him do 

{fh'bldir^J I will be cured 

fbit] cure 



53. /fn'darok'W/ [fli'd^rak'"] 

54. /nad/ [n^t] 

55. /(fa/ 

56. /m*<fakk6rS/ {m»cfa:kh5rl] 

57. /ni(f/ [nad], [n^2] 

The phOTietic realization of /i/ is retroflex rather than alv- 
eolar. 

A'/ vi, /cf/ 

58. /t*66nz/ 



thing 

I will build 

let him do 

go 

I will catch 

let him go 



59. /ma't'eea/ 

60. /n^at'/ 

61. /(faamb/ 

62. /ma'cfV 

63. /yir na4cf/ 

/S/ Vff, /'z/' 

64. /'saala/ 

65. /'t'lsa/ 

66. /tuus/ 

67. /'z^alV 

68. /gi'ziinV 

69. /*tamaz/ 



[fO:nz] 

[m3»fe:a] 
[n4:t'] 
[dfarmp] 
[ma'<f4] 



[t^u:s] 

[gi* zi:na] 
I't'^m^zl 



herd cattle 

to fear 

it shall be bound 

measure 

to go 

see that he does not go 



clay plate (for eating off) 

chief 

"olit (wood) 

slaver 

sadness, soix^,^ 

bei excited' f righttue,^ 



There are two reasons not to analyse /c^, c, S-, ^ * 
a.«, ct/nsonant sequences but rather to treat them a<! singli segments: 

i) although some of thf- a£fricaT:es, namely /c', c, c' , V /oonld 
be seen as composed of two segments (c = t+s, fi = t + S) , this argu- 
ment does not apply to /c, c» , 2) because the necessary single seg- 
ments do not exist in Sese. 
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SESE PHONOLOGV AND TMA 

ii) The unambiguous syllable types do not allow cases of two 
obstruents at either the beginning or end of a syllable (see sect- 
ion 5 below) , 

/cV vs. /c/ 

70. /c'al/ (ts'A IJ swim 

71. /mi'c'a/ [mi'ts'a] house 

72. /'k'fi)c'£cV Pk'ii^ts^its'] squeeze 

73. /cQQC/ [tse :tsl take 

74. /*k'6b£c4/ Ck'sbitsa] heart 

75. /pec/ Ip^tts] to go out, exit 

The articulation of the alveolar series is fronted except for 
retroflex /cf/. The implosive is articulated much more strongly than 
in Oromo. 

2.1.1.3 Alveo-palatal obstruents 



vs 


. /^/ 






76. 


/'"tkknii/ 


I'S^rnaJ 


lack of clothes 


77. 


/'^itk/ 




stone 


78, 


/paS/ 


IphXS] 


hit 


79. 


/»zkkna/ 


rz3i:naj 


elephant 


80. 


/gl^z^/ 


fgl'^iJ 


year 


81. 


/n't'^z/ 


Ih't^SS] 


deceive, cheat 



The non-alveo-palatal obstruents show opposition of e;jective 
and non-ejective articulation 



/!5'/ vs. /£/ 






82. /5»4/ 


ItS'4j 


have 


83, /ba»(5:'a/ 


fbe't^'^l 


flesh, meat 


84. /{C6^/ 


Int^»J 


plant (vb.) 


85. f^k/ 


[tS^J 


milk (vb.) 


86. /'k^Z^a/ 


PkhStSa] 


bee, honey 


87. /h5/ 


[htg] 


mix 


2.1.1.4 Palatal 
88. /cer/ 


obstruents 


/cV vs. . 

cut 


89. /'i^c^/ 




mosquito 


90. /a'l^c'/ 


IaU£c' 


'] turn to, turn off to 



/c/ 
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91, /ofi/ 

92, /»l{gitica/ Pligft^ic^] 

93, /'pa^aacp/ ['p^^a:c] 



SESE PHONOLOGY AND TMA 

1. pour put; 2, send something 



push (2 pi. impv.) 
be blind 



in addition to the ejective and non^ejective voiceless affric- 
ates, there is a voiced palatal affricate /j^/. 



/£/ vs. /y 



The contrast of affricates in alveo-palatal versus palatal 
positions is stown by; 



94. 


/ok/ 




give 


95. 


/^4ca> ^ 




you (pi.) 


96. 


/Uc/ 


[^ocj 


extinguish 


97, 


/la/ 




tree, wood 


98. 


/'i^aia/ 


['ia:iaj 


sheep 


99. 


/5ii/ 




be strong 



/<SV vs. /j^V 

100. /'2'^g6k»^/ 

101. /mb ' i.-'cinc • ^ma/ 

102. /fu^V 
10 3. /'c^S^tf 
10 4 . /mahVan' cesama/ 

105. /hlicV 

/^/ vs. /s/ 

106. /ca'ca/ [tsd'caj 

107. /'J54^a/ I'tsatsaJ 

108. /rauaf/ tmuts] 

109. /'c^ca/ 

110. /'k6ca,/ LkHckJ 

111. /hz'^'x)ac/ lhzX'r)ic] 

2.1.1.5 Velar obstruents 



Pt^'£g5k'"] 

[m^'f^nt^'ima] 

[fut^'] 

[m^ha : n * c ■ ^sdmaj 

Ihl:cM 



undress 

to tie 

blow it out 

far 

to shut 

carry heavy weight 



milk (2 pi. impv. ) 

back 

chase away 

give (2 pi. impv.) 

eye 

count 



/kV vs. /k/ 

112. /k'o§/ 

113. /ih'bbk'bm^/ 

114. /d6kV 



[k»5^/ dig 

Im'bak'bm^J big 
{d5k*W] 1, build; 2. draw water 
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115. 


/k6^/ 


[k^'ot] 


beat, hit 


116, 


/gbb'ka/ 


[go:*khi] 


heat 


117. 


/t6k/ 


[thikw] 


climb on 


/k/ vs. 


/g/ 






118. 


/kors/ 


[khors] 


open (vb.) 


119. 


/bo'ka/ 


[3:'kh£] 


1. sun; 2. god 


120. 


/mbk/ 


[mbk^] 


carry on back 


121. 


/goi}/ 


[goi>] 


grow , be long 


122. 


/'^^agV 


['t^a-.g^] 


knife 


123. 


/fag/ 


[fAg, fdg] 


grow 



Voiced Stop /g/ and voiceless stop /k/ are free variants in 
affixes: /bar=iaga/ or /bars^ka/ "I o=xt"; /b£rfAg64/ or /barfakea/ 
"I drank". Fluctuation has not been fOund within wd?"Cl-Stems. 



/g/ vs. /// 

124. /gat/ 

125. /'barfaga/ 

126. /^am/ 

127. /ma'^ai)/ 



[gdt^] 
[•barfagi] 



twist (woox) 
I drink 
know, learn 
again 



Although implosive vexar is clearly attested by words 126 and 
127, very often the implosive merges with plain stop: /*&cigci/ and 
/*bkgk/ people. This merger of /^/ with /g/ has also been document- 
ed for Komah .languages (Bender 1983: 285: "Note that ^merges with 
g in all [Koman] languages"). 
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